


Who is this guy?

 B.A. in Astrophysics from UC Berkeley, 2003

 M.S. in Physics from UC Davis, 2005

 Environmental Scientist and Risk Assessor working at McClellan 
Business Park since 2006

 Climate journalist for SkepticalScience.com (since 2010), The 
Guardian (since April 2013), Yale Climate Connections (since 
October 2018)

 NCSE 2016 Friends of the Earth award winner

 Author of 10 peer-reviewed climate science papers

 Author of Climatology versus Pseudoscience

 Citizens’ Climate Lobby Sacramento Chapter member, national 
Science Team Lead
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Let’s Talk About Wildfires

!!



 

       

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                               



The Ghost of Summer
Yet to Come



The Ghost of Summer
Yet to Come



What Happened in August 2020?
The Perfect Storm



California’s Hottest 
August on Record



California’s Hottest 
September on Record



Heat Dome Coincided with 
Tropical Storm Fausto

8/16/20



8/16/20



Worst Air Quality
in the World, Again





Wildfire Smoke 
5x Worse for Health



Wildfires and Science
are Not Partisan



Excessive Fire Suppression



From the 2018
National Climate Assessment Report

“the area burned by wildfire from 1984 to 2015 was 
twice what would have burned had climate change 
not occurred.  Furthermore, the area burned from 
1916 to 2003 was more closely related to climate 
factors than to fire suppression, local fire 
management, or other non-climate factors.

Climate change has driven the wildfire increase,
particularly by drying forests and making them 
more susceptible to burning.”



From the 2018
National Climate Assessment Report



Timely CA Wildfire Study
by the Foremost Experts





Factor #1: Rising Temperatures



More rain in Winter

Less in Fall And Spring

Factor #2: Less Autumn Rain



Climate Threat Multiplier

“Climate change can thus be viewed 
as a wildfire ‘threat multiplier’ 

amplifying natural and human risk 
factors that are already prevalent 

throughout California.”



What Does the Future Hold?

Northern California Southern California

2.5°C 4°C



Let’s Be Like Scrooge



What Can You Do?

 VOTE!!!

 Join a grassroots climate advocacy group

 Reduce your personal carbon footprint
 Eat less meat (especially beef)

 Use less energy

 Burn less gasoline



Dana Nuccitelli

dana1981@yahoo.com
@dana1981


